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HEN Anil Kumar came
Wto Oman in 1881, his

modest ambition was fo
set up an an studio offering spe-
ciallsed senvices in portrait paint-
ing. The starl was as planned,
but fame soon followed the
young -artist, the word quickly
spreading In and around Sohar
where the studio was set up by
Anil

Initially, the clienis wera
maostly individuals who wanted
to keep alive the memores of
their ancestors and establish-
mants which preferred to hava
axclusive portrails: of His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos adom-
ing their offices and shops rather
than photographs of His Majesty
the Sultan,

Anil believes In adopting
artistic styles that come natural
to him and ere suitable for spe-
cific expressions such as por-
tralt, landscape and life paint-
ings, Having lollowed his Individ-
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ualistic predilections, today
Anil's paintings stand out in the
Sultanate's leading arl galleries.
Currently, his 15 painlings are
on display at the galleries in Al
Araimi and Al Harthy complexes.

Anil was naturally drawn to
the culture and heritaga of
Oman and the medium he
excels in i5 the rough style which
does nol focus on detalls, but
succeads in being highly expres-
sive. One of Anil's captivating
paintings created through the
rough style portrays a folk music
troupse in which the details of the
musicians are not whal matter,
but the evocative spirit of the folk
music which inlensaly comes
alive.

Anil is sought after by many
people and establishments for
his experlisa in portraits.
Normally, portrails are done

MOTHER and child in oil canvas

from original photographs while
some clients insist on doing live
saSSions:

Knife painting is another
medium adopted by Anil to cre-
ale stunning paintings. Instead
of a brush, knife is used to apply
paint on canvas. Arists employ-
ing the technique of knife paini-
ing must be very confident about
the strokes they have in mind for
a particular painting, Anil said.
There is no scopa for alleration
once a stroke is applied by knife
unlika the one givan by brush,
he added. A knife stroke cannol
be reworked, especially as paint
is thickly applied, he stressed.

Anil's artistic path was illumi-
nated by two famous arists in
the southemn state of Kerala in
India — S S Valiathan and Ravi
Shankar. He started painting
while al school and, prodded by
the, sarly recognition, went
ahead and plunged inlo a career
In art despite the meagre
income. Parsistence, however,
has paid off in the long run and
Anil's paintings now command
anything between ROS50 and
RO700.

Omanis love all ant forms,

especially paintings, and they

FOLK musicians in an oil painting

ANIL Kumar
undarstand and appraciate ad,
Anil said, Even if all of them are
not In a position to buy paintings,
they value its worth, he added.

Anil markels his paintings
hirgsell and is all set lo organise
a solo exhibition. Among the
paintings done by Anil, the
favourites include the one
depicting the folk music lroupe.
The idea of that painting germi-
nated In his mind and remained
there for some time before he
started the actual work, Anil
pointed oul.

Framing Is essential to pre-

serve paintings, especially water
colour works, Anil said, Proper
framing ensures long fife stretch-
ing hundreds of years for paint-
ings, he pointed out.

Anil did not have anyone as a
role mode! in his house to take
fo painting. The talents he pos-
sesses are in-bom, Anil said
Exuding an enigmatic conli-
dence, Anil said he was nol frou-
bled by some of tha dilficulties
faced by arists, which include
finding the right mix of colours.
Often, mixing tums problematic
as the right shades are difficult
to obtain, Anil pointed out
adding that he somehow expari-
enced a divine guidanca while
painting which helped him to
work without difficullies.

The portraits and palitings
done by Anil'are well appreciat-
ed by ar lovers. The price ol a
painting is. decided by Anil,
above which commissions are
fixed by the an galleries, he
pointed out.

Contempiafing on one of his
upcoming major works, Anil said
thal at the moment what was
topmaost in his mind was a thema
dapicting ancient Omani fortifi-
cations.



